adequate descriptions of all the various methods used, together with an analysis of the various radiographic techniques employed. The chapter on complications is particularly valuable and stresses the great importance of limiting these examinations to those workers thoroughly versed in and familiar with arteriography.
There is inevitably a discrepancy in the value of the various sections where arteriography is described in its application to clinical medicine. The peripheral vascular disorders are covered very extensively and so are investigations of the renal tract. In the investigation of the heart and of the cerebral circulation, however, the text is somewhat limited. In themselves these chapters would be worthy of a separate monograph, but this should not detract from the value of the book as a whole, since it is clearly the aim of the author to give an overall picture of the whole problem of arteriography rather than a very detailed account of some special applications.
The text is very readable, the illustrations are well produced and well chosen to stress specific diagnostic features. The bibliography is very adequate and a good guide for further reading. The publishers, too, are to be congratulated on the production of this very valuable volume, which should be of great help to all radiologists and clinicians who are in any way called upon to carry out angiographic studies. This is the very welcome second edition of this book from Professor Craig and his colleagues, of Leeds. It covers the whole field of care of the newborn and is an extremely practical and down-toearth account in which facts and opinions are presented simply and straightforwardly. The authors give a clear lead as to the course they consider it best to follow whenever there is doubt, and whilst individual paediatricians may quarrel with their decisions, there is no doubt that it adds to the value of the book for the student, practitioner or midwife who is looking for guidance in a problem. Furthermore, no action is recommended which is not based on years of experience to show that it is at least unlikely to be harmful.
Care of the Newly
A valuable feature is the chapter on statistics and administration and the instructions to mid-wives and others based on the rules of the Central Midwives Board and the regulations of Local Authorities, which are often difficult to get hold of in a time of need.
Every textbook is liable to be rather weak when dealing with special techniques and with the growing points of medicine where rapid advances are being made, and such weaknesses are present in this book. However, a textbook is not the place to find the most up-to-date accounts of techniques and this is no real criticism. In discussing resuscitation the advice given in more than one place, to promote drainage by suspending the baby by the heels, does sound a little old fashioned, and the repeated encouragement to give nikethamide to initiate respiration may disturb some readers. A minor point which might be altered in another edition is the inclusion of congenital spherocytosis in causes of jaundice after the middle of the first week; in fact in the first few days of life it may result in rapidly increasing hyperbilirubinaemia and kernicterus.
The book is well produced, beautifully printed and splendidly illustrated, and can be thoroughly recommended.
The Chemistry of Connective Tissue by David A Hall PhD American Lecture Series No. 456 ppxv+110 illustrated £24s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1961 This book consists of seven chapters, devoted respectively to the general morphology of connective tissues, the chemistry of ground substance, collagen, elastin, the enzymes controlling connective tissue, fibrogenesis, and pathological changes in connective tissue.
The chapters on morphology and pathology are brief, and might with advantage have been illustrated. The main part of the book brings together, concisely and clearly, the very large amount of investigation which has been made on the biochemistry of connective tissue. The author is well qualified to give his interpretations of the ancytical findings, but presents also the alternative views. He has an especial interest in elastase, and devotes an authoritative section to this enzyme. An extensive bibliography is provided. This book is not easily read by those without a good knowledge of biochemistry; it does, nevertheless, contain much information of interest to workers in other scientific disciplines. Moreover, advances in chemical and physical structure of connective tissue are likely to play an increasing part in progress of its physiology and pathology, and cannot be ignored by workers in these fields.
For its size, the book seems rather expensive, and it contains many minor typographical errors.
